BIRDING YEAR ROUND

Titmice, Carolina chickadees, white-breasted
nuthatches, Carolina wrens, brown creepers, blue
jays, hairy, downy, red-bellied, and pileated
woodpeckers, eastern bluebirds, cardinals, song
sparrows, kingfishers, goldfinches, house finches
among others are year-round residents.

Ruby-crowned kinglets in woods and juncos in town
come in with the winter season.

Peregrine falcon harassing pigeons winter 2003 from
Dime Bank building at 2nd and Putnam Sts.

Northern rough-winged swallows nesting near W. P.
Snyder Jr. at Ohio Historical Society River Museum.

Green herons on branches close to surface of river
trying to catch young gar trying to catch mayflies during
May hatch.

Wood duck mothers on river escorting ducklings.

Marietta Specialties
Spring and Summer

Cliff swallows upstream side under Putnam Street
bridge.

Swifts, northern rough-winged and tree swallows
from River Museum at Washington Street Bridge.
Yellow warblers in shrubbery along west side of
Muskingum River on Gilman Avenue.

Warbling vireos and yellow-throated warblers in
Indian Acres Park sycamores along Muskingum
River.

Yellow-breasted chat; white-eyed, red-eyed and
yellow-throated vireos; plus many warblers
during migration from ridge near cell-phone towers
at back of Jackson Park.

There are several city parks on both sides of the
Muskingum River with mature riverbank trees which
often provide food and cover for many species of
birds year round but especially during spring and fall
migration.

1. KROGER WETLAND

Where: Access off Acme St. between the
restaurant and Krogers.

What: 14.5 acres; matrix of 5 ponds, cattail
marsh, young floodplain forest community

Why: beaver, turtles, 60+ species of birds
including rusty blackbird, green heron, killdeer,
swamp sparrow and wood ducks.

2. OAK GROVE CEMETERY

Where: Park on street at 8th and Wooster Sts.,
enter through gate

What: 65-acre city cemetery, hillsides facing
all compass directions, large trees; paved
roadways provide easy walking;

Why: From mid-April through early June this is
the area® best morning migration venue. The
large trees, variety of ornamental shrubs, and
relatively quiet setting make Oak Grove a haven
for birds and birders. Spring migrants find the
giant oaks and conifers at first light and drop out
of the sky to feed and rest. As many as 20
warbler species can be seen here on a
mid-May morning. Oak Grove is also an
excellent place to find tanagers, orioles,
rose-breasted grosbeaks and woodland
thrushes. Almost anywhere in the cemetery is
good for birds; but if you®e got the legs for it
climb up to the top of the hill in the center of the
cemetery. The best morning viewing is where
the sun is hitting the trees. If you are lucky you
will be above or at least even with the treetops,
giving you a chance to look down on some of
spring’s more brilliant songbirds. Pileated
woodpeckers and yellow-throated vireos have
nested in or near Oak Grove Cemetery.

In winter Oak Grove is a good place to find the
resident woodpeckers, and the occasional
yellow-bellied sapsucker and red-breasted
nuthatch. Rare and unusual birds seen here
include red-headed woodpecker and red and
white-winged  crossbills in  the ancient
hemlocks.

3. MOUTH OF THE MUSKINGUM

Where: The end of Ohio Street at the riverbank of the
Muskingum River;

What: a small viewing deck overlooking the
confluence of the rivers

Why: The Site of the initial landfall of the pioneers
who made Marietta the first settlement in the
Northwest Territory is now a Corps of Engineers
Repair Station. This is also a fine place from late fall
to late spring to see what birds are attracted to the rich
habitat created by the confluence of the Muskingum
and Ohio Rivers. Boat traffic makes summer less
birdy here at the mouth of the Muskingum River but
summer can still produce warbling vireo,
yellow-throated warbler (check the sycamores),
eastern kingbird, all the swallows, spotted
sandpiper and often a belted kingfisher or lone
osprey.

Winter congregations of gulls and ducks prefer this
junction of the two mighty rivers. As many as 1000
ring-billed gulls (and nearly as many Canada geese)
have been seen here in winter.

In late summer shorebirds can sometimes be seen on
the mudflats along the western edge of the confluence.

4. BROUGHTON WILDLIFE AND NATURE
EDUCATION AREA

What: Over 500 acres of woodland, power line
right-of-way; meadow; owned by Broughton
Foundation; 5 miles of woodland trails and 2 small
ponds;

Where: From 3rd & Washington Sts. travel 2.3
miles on SR 60, turn right on S.R. 821, then 0.7
mile to entrance to parking lot on the left. Go to far
side of parking lot; maps are available at office at
the right end of the building;

Why: Summer finds tanagers and robins feasting
on blackberries under power line. Chats, prairie,
blue-winged and yellow warblers, bluebirds and
several sparrow species nest in the meadows.
Hooded, Kentucky, worm-eating warblers,
redstarts and ovenbirds nest in the woods.
Acadian and great-crested flycatchers, pewees,
phoebes, white-eyed, red-eyed and yellow-
throated vireos stay within reach of the stream
valley.



