Note: Public access to the Muskingum River is quite
limited after leaving Marietta. The Lock and Dam
sites described below do provide public access.
Some sites have restroom facilities, picnic tables and
drinking water. Some sites have good tree cover
whereas others would be of more interest for
waterfowl.

Waterfowl are common along the river and more than
40 species of songbirds can be seen. During spring
and fall migration, neotropical migrants are
frequently seen resting and feeding in the trees and

STARTat 3rd and Washington Streets.

Devol's Dam - Drive SR 60 north 3.3 miles. Turn

left on T-457 (River Rd.). Go to the end. This is Lock
2 at Devol® Dam. Lock 1 at Marietta was removed
when a larger dam was built on the Ohio River. In
winter bald eagle(s) across the river are regularly
visible from River Road. Wood ducks and mallards
are often lurking in the water under the cover of
overhanging trees. Great blue herons are also
usually seen.

Lowell Dam - Return to SR 60, turn left and go 6

miles to Lowell. Turn left toward bridge and then

another immediate left, and an immediate right

toward river. This is the lower part of Lock 3. No
facilities.
Return to the bridge approach. Turn left across

the bridge and then right on T-32 to Lowell Dam.
A parking lot, picnic area and restroom are available
here as well as mature floodplain trees.

Return across the bridge to SR 60 and turn left. A
canal leading to a lock separates Lowell Island from
mainland along here. Lowell Island is the site of
Spring Fest in April and Octoberfest in October.

Beverly Dam - From the bridge, travel 10

miles upriver to Beverly, and at the 2nd

traffic light turn left onto SR 339. Go about

50 yards and turn right onto 4th Street. Go to

the end. If you look ahead and to the right

you will see the lock gates for the canal.

Turn left and go into the parking area for the

locks. Beverly Dam is here at the upper end of
the canal. The entrance to the canal is protected
by guard gates operated by large obsolete
winches that were used on all locks when the
canals were first built. Now lock gates are
opened and closed with rack-and-pinion
devices.

Luke Chute - The next lock and dam upstream is
at Luke Chute and is on the opposite side of the
river. Since the river makes a big loop here. Luke
Chute is southwest (instead of northwest) of
Beverly. It is reached by leaving Beverly Locks

Parking Area and turning right and following

the road around to the stop sign and SR 339.

Turn right and cross over the Muskingum

River. When you come to the stop light, turn

right onto CR-32 (Sparling Rd.) and go about 8

miles to CR-102 (Milner Rd.). Turn right and

then an immediate left onto Waterford T-649

(Luke Chute Rd.) Go about a mile to the dam.
Parking, restrooms and tables are available here

%I%%ckport Dam - To continue upstream to
Stockport, also on the west side of the river,
return to CR-102 (Milner Road), turn right and
go to the top of the hill. Turn right on T-545
(Maple Grove Road) and go about 1.1 mile to
CR-103 (Righteous Ridge Rd.). T-545 will take
you past a small former grindstone quarry on the
left. (Caution: Go slow on this road, because
just about 100 feet from where Maple Grove
intersects CR-103 you will crest a small hill
the other side of which is a Stop sign that is
easy to miss.) Turn right on CR-103 and
travel 2.7 miles, going past the gas-fired
Waterford Energy Plant.

Turn right on Walker Hill Rd. Go down hill and at
the bottom, Walker Rd. intersects with Roxbury
Rd. Head straight ahead, on Roxbury Rd. and
go 5.6 miles, following along the river into
Stockport. There a bridge permits crossing to the
other side of the river to the locks. Turn left at the
other end of the bridge and then another
immediate |eft to get down to the locks. Flocks of
cedar waxwings have been seen feasting on
berries here. Bald Eagles have successfully
nested on the ridge across the river from Stockport
for several years. Between Luke Chute and
Stockport Dams, access is very limited and the river
is as close to its natural state as it's possible to get.

We hope you have enjoyed this trail. (Suggestions
may be made at 373-3372). These are but a few
of the birding opportunities in Washington County.
Please consider exploring the other 3 driving trails
or find your own special places.

Contact Information:
Marietta Natural History Society
PO Box 1081
Marietta, Ohio 45750
(740)373-5285
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